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TO THE: {© -:7 


| READER. 


: pineſs to be cenſured as unfound ; 


and the offence proved greater, by a 
poſed Oppoſition therein made to mn 


Sermon, preached a little before by an emi- 
nent Paſtor in this Place. For my part, 
having not for ſome time heard him, I 


* tention to interfere rvith Matters, I was 
J not acquainted with. Only being informed 
of ſome popular Pxpreſſios he had uſed 

$ againſt that Phraſe of [ coming to Chriſt | 
J and ſuch as preſs it : I confeſs, it did in- 
creaſe m Jealouſies of a Man, whom for 
a and Gifts, 1 may never expett.to e- 
wal. 
This is all the Apology I need for this 
Publication of the Diſcourſe, which is the 
very ſame it was when before delivered. 
Az 'Tis 
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Dr."Gibvi 
of 


New- 
cafile. 


could not rationally be ſuſpefted of an in» * 


Fd 


To *s " EADER. 
"7s mot out of haſt to appear in publick 


qui a Man of his ; ally th in the 


orld, but if eat to the —_ 
ices of ſome, to do good to many ; 
his Sermon was not wit os ma SF to 
the Few. © 
Probable it 1 at t will not \ 
hear we, wif] OT ty, #3. nd 
it s 5 probable thaC ay of 1 whether 
a Miniſter of Chriſt, is not as well with- 


oat the any- of futh A aud fech 
Hearers. :... 
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uſe to repreſent theſe things, | may occaſi- 
on a tho wr that Fathers, (uam al- 


ta ſonant hic Myſteria ! What grave My- 

” fteries have - of here ? When he. would 

have them move, they move : When 

he wbuld have them ſtand ſtill, they;do 

ſo. ' Thus all God's Creatares are at his 
Commune. | 

A-3 | Things 


wy 
A I EO A ens at 16. 


bes 015 Fours 2: nom Sv the Fa- 


bs 2” voluntary grant, conſigns he 
whole Univerſe over to as ray Een, 0- 
wer all things be Cheeks Boker mh 22. 


_{{This- is the ſubftance 
perarding be the common fon 
arc Divines. If rhis poſture, 


D_ _ him above the Firmament 
upon the Throne, as the Appearance of 
a Man; ſuch-a Man, as is above all his 
Fellows. .Now that this puts no force 
upon the Text. beyond the intendmenc 
-of it, appears in the ſubſequent” Verſe, 
where Chriſt is compared” to Lamps' of 
Fire. And the Apoſtle tells you, in Col. 
' £:9.16, 17." All things were made him 
and for him, and he is before all things, 
and by him all things confiſt. The Jewiſh 
Do@ors grant-this in effect, when they 
teach the Omnipotency of God, and 
his Majeſty, to be exhibited herein as . 
preſiding over all the works of his hands: 
This fay we; is the Glory. of God, as 
now manifeſted in Chriſt : | Hence my 
Doctrine was this, 

That the Lord Feſus as God- Man | Me- 
diator] bas the weight of the whole 
Creation upon his hands, and Jupperts 
it by his Power. 
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.* | To make out; this Obſervation, have 
given you ſeyeral proofs df: the power. of 


Chriſt, by ſhowing you his univerfalin- 
flux upon. the - 24 
This.power I have informed- you, - is & 
ther-Moral- and Legiſlative, or- Natural 


. % 


and. Phyſical. The former in_his'Di- 


{tribution of Gifts, Pſak"68.:18. Mat. 


ult..x8, x9. The latter- in-the; works: of © 


Creation at firſt, and his raiſing our-Bo- 


dies at the laſt day. I ſhowed you. allo y, Jaep 
the extent of this power in both kinds; = _ 


and /aftly, I gave you ſome concluding 
Applications. his 
What remains for me further to do 
upon. this Subje, is to evidence, that 
our Lord Chriſt, in this his fuperemi- 


nent Advancement varies his: Influences, 


according to the various Creatures, 'vp- 
on which his Power; terminates. : All 
Creatures are the ObjeQs of the Power 
of Chriſt, but all Creatures are not. the 
lame in, kind. He glorifies his Power 
every day, both upon Man and Beaſt: 
And yet he acts not the ſame way upon 
the One, which he does upon the. Orher. 
Fhis naturally leads me to ſpeak of that 
great: Work of Chriſt, in the Converſion 
of 2 Sinner unto himſelf ; wherein in- 
decd 


Creatures, At. 17: 28. 
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deed he deats with Man «s > reaſonable 
A us bleſſed De- 
-monſtracions, that converting Grace, is 
about the Powers'of Nature. ' 
And the rather do lat preſent fre 
on ths ; Becauſe the Inſtance of Ch '; 
Power i Converſion, takes in both' the '}l * 
Members of -the former \DiſtinQion. 
For in the-frft place, The changing of 


the Singer, is an A of his Legiſlative 
*. or: Me rat Power : The Sinner was 
given to- him, of the Father, Fob 17. 
2 and to'the Sinner has he a Covenant- 


ight, nay, a right of Redemption; 
irs eee Sinner have no right to 
Ohbriſt uncil aRual' Faith. In Conver- 
fon Chriſt recovers his Right, and'by 
Faith at Converſion does an cleft -Per- 
ſon's Right become A#iorable, accord- 
ang to the terms of the Covenant. 
' And then again, in the ferond place, 
"Converſion is a part of the Phyfical or 
Natural Power of Chrift. He 'works 
Faith in thy heart by the ſame Power, 
wherewith he raiſed himfelf from the 
Dead, Epheſ. 1. 19, 20. | 

To be as practical then, as may be in 
this Caſe, accept of a few ſhort Notes. 


af _ XK 4.D.T_— g——q Arad a 


Firſt, 


as to" inftanee: in"ithe 
Mat. 


- Thus deals Chriſt with a/4, whers he 
comes to deal to purpoſe r- He Jets 
chem fee” their Preparations, if they pro- 
ceed not,- are preparations for Hell, A 
ſaving Faith maſt compleat the Work; 
the- Man thought - he-heard. well, and 
prayed well, and lived well : Bur when 
Chriſt comes, he countsallrhings Dung 
p Man fects 4 mece 
SP; fics 4 meeſi 
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dig: as deep as Faith in” the Blood-of 
Chriſt for it | Holineſs is Chriſt's Image 
on the heart-: All that the Believersdoes, 
15 from Chriſt as well as for Chtiſt. - Here 
is the- Chriſtian, -who! hath more rea! 
Holineſs, *than the: moſt ſplendid Hypo- 
crite in the World : And yet this Chri- 
1tian- confeſſes, that bat ' for Chriſt's | 
Righteouſneſs ,- his beſt - Duties would | 
-undoe him. .. He is as much for Holineſs, 
as God would have him be; but ill takes | 
care ''that his Holineſs be not put in the 
room, . of what God has done tor him by | 


his Son. | 


” 


The Man -ts not onely convinced, | 
that he muſt have the White '/Garments 
of Holineſs, - but:he is further convinced, | 
he muſt have the White Rayment of 
Chriſt, if ever he get it atall. _ —_ | 
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rations, :ſt 
their days,; but the convinced Sinner. 
does not tarry there. 
Thirdly, Zhe Soul is made ſenfible of the 
of Faith. | 
To Fleſh and Blood he finds it utter- 
ly impoſſible: to believe. -O then, Men 
make a Noiſe with their Abilities; this 
poor Man cries, I believe, Lord help my 
Unbelief! He will tell you, that ou to 
Chriſt, is the longeſt, the heardeſt ſtep, 
he ever took in his Life. Whatever hebe 


£gdoing, . and whatever Providences he be 


under for help, he has: ever recqurſe.to 
his Jeſus. If he Prays, he goes to Chriſt in 
Prayer, or elſe he knows his Prayer is 
loft : If to the Lord's 'Supper; therein 
alſo he goes to Chriſt. It is.ngt; the work 

Bz done, 


C%&Y 
done, but the ovjexmrs! of Chit in it, 
wherein his hearr terminates : Ima word, 
this-id the fam 6? a Chriſtian, | whereas 
we areal! going fore whitheri; foe to 

ſome to theit Duties, moſt 
tothe Creatures; this Man from the firſt 
ered rr ur, bathe laft of 


he bidthe Weary and Heavy-laden.come 
to him. Come to me? Why; in plain 
Ewgliſh do not run away from Me, do not 
turn your backs of Me, butcometo Me. 
And I fpeak freely, Vm afraid we grow 
mto a. diſlike of Aterrrig that makes us 
object childiſh Cavils 'againſt the Name. 
Well then, the. ſenſible Sinner -improves 
the Grace, that is in- the external Call, 
and'turns itinto-an Argument thus with 
Chriſt; Lord (faies he) thou calleſt me by 
thy Goſpel, give me Grace to anſwer thu thy 
Call: Thou 'muſt cauſe as well as ca!/me 
eo come, or otherwiſe thy Call will be 
incffettonl. 

Thus he pleads for Mercy, as the Pe- 
fitent Thief did upon! the Crofs, Luke 23. 
42. Re- 


» 


— 
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y 
that-ſin ( for ought their ligh 

torhinder it ) had prepared them for the 
Gallows. Now notwithſtanding, they 
both lay equally fair for Chriſt (7. c. were 
as far from him, as a ſtate of Nature is 
from a ſtate of Grace; ) yet you ſee, 
Chriſtrakes one, and makes him a Mo» 
niment of his Pardon : Yes, one /tem of 
ij Grace. from Chrift, puts the Soul into 
2FParadide, when all other Preparations, 
' thorr of chis, will leave it at the Doors 

of Heaven for ever. | 
» Fourthly, The Lord by bis efficacious 
Grace,. tn Converſion, perſuades the Man, in 
the luſt, place, that the longer be ſtays. away 
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(w) 
from bim, 'his condition-is but" the-+ 
pared (er he) ft Bomee years 
pre he) if I benot yetgor eb; 
#her, 1 may. periſh for all-my Preparati- 
ons. 1s it my*Duty to'Believe > Then 1 
miſt Believe: Give me Chriſt, orel(e1 
that he upon the/D Pray- 
er, -—— that. he muſt be 1 doko 
Documents of Religion, ---- alaſs, thinks 
he, 1 have been long enoughat that : 

] have Prayed many a time, I have 
an Hearer this Forty Years, and for know- 
ledge, I have been head: and ſhoulders 
taller than my Neighbours; and what a- 
vails all this, ſo long as I go without 
Chrift in the World ! My Prayers have 
increaſt my. Formality ; my Hearing has 
hardned my Heart ; my. Knowledge de- 
ſerves no better Name, than Blindneſs, 
Ignorance and Pride. Thus do theſe 
CompunCtions of the Spirit prick the 
hearts of Men; thus do they lament 
themſelves, when they look back upon | 
their Preparations, without Union unto | 
Chriſt. | 
And what ſhall I fay 2 Doth not Paul 
ſpeak this Language? 1 7im. 1.13. when 
he tells us, He Jad obtained Mercy, _ 
ha 


. of this Propofition. Before: the Ap 
obtained - Mercy, - he'had ſome prepara- 


: 


( 21 © 
vie ation betwixe-Chuiſdand 
__ was: he before this? 


= 


; ight, which he: —_— Was-8 
"cre were the gefuine Produ- 


= of his Rabbinical Inſtructions, be- 
fore he became acquainted:with-Chriſt. 


I do not at. preſent. fore-ſee the. 


tive workings ;'towards the receipt of 
Chriſt, or hehad none: If -he had -none, 
then the Dodtrine of Preparations will 


not hold de Onins, becauſe ſome are con- 


verted without them. | 

If Paul had preparatory. workings to- 
wards Chriſt, then it was his Blaſphemy 
and Perſecution, that were theſe Prepg- 
rations. For before I obtained Mercy, 
(faies he) this. is the beſt account I- can 
give of my ſelf, I lived in Igaorance-and 
Unbelief, and theſe are but unkkely Pre- 
parations for Chriſt. Beſides, All 


t —_— the of this Þ 
ic-will be ſaid, That'trufy cheſe are b 
_— - ai ray bs, we 
Hot __ not to": ayare"af 
-Piffc iev'in ny way 7" moſt Appliedti- 
.Orts are | Mine at this time,will 
be:Dodtrinal and: Defenſat#ve; And two 
' I ſhall be! converned/in, wherein 
here will be a Cloſer attendance tothe 
point : 'Owe i5i:his, Doth not this 'vackte 
Mens endeavours? Aw. No one inſtr- 
Red in the Myſtery of Chriſt vill fayf6. 
The truths, alt our miſchief ariſes either 
from ſome Mens making #ature'to do all 
without Chriſt, or ſo making Chriſt - 
do all, as mm no perſonal 6 duty t6 
Three ways they here take; fome af 
ſert that all our Converſions wronght 
by univerſal Grace, as Armimins agamit 
Corvinus, Others ſay, that as Faith is not 
in our power, ſo neither doth God require 
Ty 
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| nation Aa y both { e! > + 
dof'us, andaltho' we 
r ſelves; yer-eveny 


Cannorwo 
ſomething in order to them, They tell you, 
thac albeir,: Fancth or the 4# of _ 

to Chriſt; be-not in our power ''yer, Mi 
ſomething may be done in order to it, by 
way of Preparation ; 'and when theſe Pres 
parations- are ſearcher 'into, they axe'the 
fruits of Mens natural Abilities, 'tho' the 
mais ftroak of Converſion be not fo. -  : 
Asto my elf,.] anvſhice of extolling the 
powersof Natute, what mighty things Men 
# do. { They who find 'fuch Methods in 
vinity-moſt adapted ro-work favingly on 
he Souls of Men, -may follow their own 
Wiſdom. It diſcourages me, ſo long as- 
Scripture ſays expreſly, (the garurab Man, 
in ipiritual rhi985, car do juft wothing..) I 
fay; uſe all means diligently, Pray, Read, 
Study; © Jet his portion-be ſhame amongft 
the Tribe of Zed, : that abates-your-Dili- 
C gence : 


Grace, are in a more: way, than 
ſuch as do deſpiſe them )-bur- ſtill the dri- 
neſs of the Wood partakes not of the na- 
ture of Fire, and it may lie until itrot, be- 
fore it will take fire of its ſelf, fon all its 

drinels, - The diſtinRion therefore which 

the ſaid venerable Author uſes in compli. 

Duven, ance with the Synod of  Dort, 15 not deni- 
Determ. Ed by me; provided it be taken with the 
2<ft, 2 Analogy, ot what a Prelate of the Church 
T:ftardom of England, who was a Member. of that 
5;nopſ. de Synod, aflerts, and elſewhere explains him- 
= , 4 mn ag in : Dr, Qwey ( a Divine ſooner envied 
7 than imitated ) lays down a clear difle- 
rence betwixt material Diſpoſitions (fuch 
as 


=—=5 = 9 @ Sq 0 & Rog Fry 
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”_ Fo Parker y hore. not! im- 
poſlible'! me to Produce ſtiffrages 
to thiseffect; that ſomerimes Menare-con- 
verted , without - diſcernible preparative 
Workings, ' and to the beft of my -under- 
ſtanding, the French Jeſuiſts, / in Monſieur 
St. Amour s\Journal, \in that Article of the 
Quinquarticular points, are at one. with 
them.:'So that you ſee, moſt parties feel a 
tenderneſs in this place, and'that the: Do- 
Arine of Preparations had need be warily 


_ received, 


I know the Scripture mentions ſome 
Converts who were wrought upon; by a 
long train of Convictions, and what 1 af- 
Gre, is this, That where theſe Convictions 
C 2 are 


wrke Pagan ſadiixs, they told Mr: E/liar, 
they anderfiond ail that be has Preach'd, be- 
coming, ferious Profcdites to Chriſt, aac! as 
s$in' the onlang Profiefion 
of their Faith. Iwould oaly puttheQbetti- 
ocunmon, #htre ae theſe Mens Preparatt- 
os + Al, Brethreo, diftreſt Souls will ble 
God, there 'is 6. near a way to relich, -as 
gdibg'to Chriſt; when: others who dave 
nothmg elle to do, wall trifle wit :; 
The other Exception is this, Thislaysall 
at Chriſt's Door, and net at the Door of 
Man's will; ty 1 know who widlowa 1H 
Exception, i ſhall not wiarge upon; what 
Paul fpexks, Row. y. 16. Ss ben, if © pot iv 
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| NGANATN mio this. b ' us avertat 
is a 


If 1 ſhould tell you, that 


wanted Charity, and we ſhould ha 
thing but a ſquabble of ir. It is but a 7rite 
Calumny caſtin the way of the Qrtho 
anda flur upon the order of the Goſpel, as 
if jt Mens endeavours. Ot truth 
ing comes but truth, when lyes and 
baſe x need ſhifts and eadlels Cayils. 
»Ohbj: ou are too Rigid, wiſe Men take 
widdle Courſes. | | 
+ <6: Ay,: certainly, he who has to.do 
with wiſe Men, had need be wary; . But 
the beſt on't is, there is ao mean betwixe 
Truth 2nd Error. I never thonght Calvin, 
86 infallible a Divize as Paul;: and yet I 


know 


. 


+*+Nay ? for once, Mr. Baxteyſhall'be 
ſhield, 'and what he ſays will gofar" 


many ; 'all-good Diſpoftt ions ((ays'thi 
Mt Ws eve 6 orr hich bi 
liked, 'many 'a loud Warning, he was no 
Antinomian} is frapr God; fo that it ſeems, 
the uſe of means. | 

' I appeal toall who have any concern'in 
Religion, whether of theſe rwo do molt in- 
force Duty? Tofay, Never expet,O Man, 
thy Converſion, but in a due-uſe' of God's 
appointed means. Or to lay, Neveriexpet 
thy Converſion,. till thou haſt paſt thro 
thy courſe of Preparation.” xaipTioheryipe! 
Here is'a rare diſciplinary-ſilence for your 


, aManmay avouel! this, and yet inforce 


Efechument, your Pythagorick Probatio- 


hers Why How long muſt Meri be'pre- 
paring ?* When come theſe Preparations to 
TRY their 
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ron, becauſe you cannot fave WY | 


this is the work- of Mi id th: 

0 xrpent never ſhow'd himſelf if mare a err 

”" pent than in incumbring the ſimplicity 

5, this Truth.” Weſay,; there is no true x1 ER 4 

ve nefs, but what isa uit of Faith, and there. ; ys 
. if foreasever we would have Men cloathed, 2334 


we would have them repair to God's Ward. 
ee robe... And. what of all this? Why, then we 
p are not ſound ; then we are: not Orthodox ; 
I thenweare Antinomians, and all thistNon- ' 
EY ſenſe; Wickedneſs, and ill breeding carſug- 


'o' | ecſt; If thoſe be your Wiſe Middle Sid. * 
art Divinity-Men, it is a piece of effronted 
- impudence i in them, to inſinuate fich In- 
_ nuendo's as that our way leaves no room 


for Duties. ACP Father upon us ſome baſe- 
born 


"= No. no. vtafticat Holineſs s W 
= my "tw iy OY wats f ++ POL 


RF "waged; 
& image. on bis Saints, wr 


of- 
having taken the dad 
yr a og Pray: tell me, what Hereſic 
_—_— iq all this? ke thay one 


Vane ard nl meet Noor To much Treache- 
, Om Bligdnefs and Contempt ? Little 
Souls are fiill' of Self-advancement be very 
ſender Grounds. 
Bit, Man's day is fo ſhort-liv'd a thing, it 
is never worth too. many thoughts, gbont It 
Onr grievances arg Coram Rege, and there is 4 
judge Stands at the Door in whoſe Eyes, the 
in the kingdom of Heaven. is Dar, 
thag old John the paptiſt. 
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